AN    ARMY    SLEEPING
between troops campaigning and Members of Parliament
debating until grey morning finds them drowsy and stale,
is not easily apparent, and few there are who sleep more
quietly, in their beds for the knowledge that Mr. Speaker
continues to takes his place, and Honourable and Right
Honourable Members, theirs.
Authority still resides in Lords and Commons. They
must take decisions, they must govern. Nothing can be
done without their approval; patronage is theirs to bestow,
and the framing of policy their responsibility. It is not
power which Parliament lacks, any more than Louis XVI
or Nicholas II lacked power; rather the will to exercise it.
Power without resolution is as vain as desire without virility,
and evokes as scant respect. The proportion of voters who
care to register their votes .has fallen sometimes as low as
thirty per cent, and since 1932 has rarely been above fifty
per cent. At times it has even seemed that Parliament itself
was eager to invite ridicule, as decaying things become
fantastic as though to expedite decay. Perhaps sensing this,
a member, Mr. Wedgwood Benn, complained that the
Minister of Labour had referred to parliamentary proceed-
ings as a 'performance9, and demanded the withdrawal of
a remark so offensive in its implications. The last occasion
on which the House of Commons (like an army sleeping
with its haversack on its back) sat all night, was devoted
to an acrimonious discussion of a contributory pensions
scheme for Members of Parliament.
In one respect at least there has been a drastic change-
over of opinion. In 1930, if the Foreign Secretary, Arthur
Henderson, in an unguarded moment referred slightingly
to the Treaty of Versailles, it was Mr. Lloyd George who,
warmly applauded by Conservatives, indignantly demanded
an explanation, and if accusations were made that Germany
was secretly rearming, it was Labour members who laughed
scornfully, convinced that such lying accusations were put
-about by armament manufacturers and war-mongers for
interested motives; whereas no^lv, if the Treaty of Versailles
has any upholders, they are to be found among those who
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